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Overview

How many 5G base stations are built in China?

As 5G serves as the foundation for the construction of new infrastructure,
China, as the world leader in 5G base station construction, has already built
over 1.4 million 5G base stations in 2021 alone. In the same year, 5G base
stations in China produced approximately 49.2 million tons of CO 2 eq. 

Does China have a 5G network?

Given that China currently has the largest 5G network in the world (∼1.53
million base stations by the end of 2021, Table S1) and that base station
number was projected by up to 6–8 million by 2030 (CCID Consulting, 2020),
concerns are being expressed regarding 5G mobile networks' environmental
effects and sustainability. 

How much electricity does China use per base station?

For China, based on a single base station power's energy consumption of 11.5
KWh (Huawei, 2019), we estimate that the electricity consumed by its 5G
network by 2030 will be 6.04 × 10 5 GW for 6 million base stations, the
equivalents of 8.4 % of China's national total power generation in 2019,
respectively. 

How much CO2 will China's 5G network produce?

Under the model predicted 5G base stations, China's 5G network could yield
0.15–0.29 GtCO2 /yr emissions subject to the nation's BDDL from 40 to 80 %
by 2030. Both 5G base stations and CO 2 emissions are significantly lower
than the previous estimates. 

How much electricity will China's 5G network consume in 2030?

Under the scenario of business-estimated six million base stations in 2030, the
share of electricity consumed by China's 5G networks in 2030 could reach 8.4
% of the national total power generation, causing 0.44 GtCO2 /yr CO 2
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emissions. 

How much carbon does a 5G base station produce?

Previous research has estimated that a single 5G base station will produce
approximately 30.2 ~ 33.5 tCO 2 eq throughout its life cycle (Ding et al.,
2022; Guo et al., 2022a). Consequently, the carbon emissions from 5G base
stations in China in 2021 amounted to approximately 49.2 MtCO 2 eq.
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Modeling and aggregated
control of large-scale 5G
base stations ...

Mar 1, 2024 · A significant number of 5G
base stations (gNBs) and their backup
energy storage systems (BESSs) are
redundantly configured, possessing
surplus capacit...

  

Optimizing the ultra-dense
5G base stations in urban
...

Dec 1, 2020 · Due to the high
propagation loss and blockage-sensitive
characteristics of millimeter waves
(mmWaves), constructing fifth-
generation (5G) cellular networks
involves deploying ...

  

China Leads Global 5G
Technology 

Jun 27, 2025 · The global market share
of 5G base stations and mobile phones
exceeds 50%, which reflects China's
leading position in the global 5G industry
chain. Figure: China's 5G ...
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Carbon emissions and
mitigation potentials of 5G
base station in China  

Jul 1, 2022 · This study aims to
understand the carbon emissions of 5G
network by using LCA method to divide
the boundary of a single 5G base station
and discusses the carbon emission ...

  

Evaluating the
Comprehensive
Performance of 5G Base
Station: A Hybrid  

Jan 31, 2022 · In recent years, 5G
technology has rapidly developed, which
is widely used in medical, transportation,
energy, and other fields. As the core
equipment of the 5G network, 5G ...

  

fenrg-2022-1032993 1. 
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Nov 9, 2022 · Give full play to the low-
carbon energy potential of 5G base
station in microgrid operation, deeply
consider its operation characteristics,
and establish an optimized operation ...

  

The carbon footprint
response to projected base
stations of  

Feb 4, 2023 · Under the model predicted
5G base stations, China's 5G network
could yield 0.15-0.29 GtCO 2 /yr
emissions subject to the nation's BDDL
from 40 to 80 % by 2030. Both ...

  

The carbon footprint
response to projected base
stations of China's 5G  

Apr 20, 2023 · Under the model
predicted 5G base stations, China's 5G
network could yield 0.15-0.29 GtCO 2 /yr
emissions subject to the nation's BDDL
from 40 to 80 % by 2030. Both 5G ...

  

Coordinated scheduling of
5G base station energy ...
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Sep 25, 2024 · The research on 5G base
station load forecasting technology can
provide base station operators with a
reasonable arrangement of energy
supply guidance, and realize the ...

  

Final draft of deliverable
D.WG3-02-Smart Energy
Saving ...

May 7, 2021 · Change Log This
document contains Version 1.0 of the ITU-
T Technical Report on "Smart Energy
Saving of 5G Base Station: Based on AI
and other emerging technologies to ...

  

???????5G????????????

Jan 1, 2023 · ???: ????, 5G??, ????,
Lyapunov??, ????, ???? Abstract: To
alleviate the pressure on society's power
supply caused by ...

  

China home to 4.4 mln 5G
base stations: ministry-
Xinhua
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Apr 18, 2025 · The State Council
Information Office holds a press
conference on development of industry
and information technology in the first
quarter of 2025 in Beijing, capital of
China, April ...

  

China's 5G network covers
over 90 percent of villages

BEIJING, July 5 -- China's 5G network now
covers every city and town in the
country, as well as more than 90 percent
of its villages, data from the Ministry of
Industry and Information ...

  

Optimal configuration of
5G base station energy
storage

Mar 17, 2022 · Abstract: The high-energy
consumption and high construction
density of 5G base stations have greatly
increased the demand for backup energy
storage batteries. To maximize ...

  

Smart rollout of 5G tech
key to promoting economic
growth
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Jul 15, 2025 · According to the principle
of moderately speeding up the rollout
pace, China's Ministry of Industry and
Information Technology proposed the
target of building 600,000 5G ...

  

Energy-efficiency schemes
for base stations in 5G ...

In today's 5G era, the energy efficiency
(EE) of cellular base stations is crucial for
sustainable communication. Recognizing
this, Mobile Network Operators are
actively prioritizing EE for ...

  

Low-Carbon Sustainable
Development of 5G Base
Stations in China

May 4, 2024 · As 5G serves as the
foundation for the construction of new
infrastructure, China, as the world leader
in 5G base station construction, has
already built over 1.4 million 5G base ...

  

The carbon footprint
response to projected base
stations of China's 5G  
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Apr 20, 2023 · We decomposed the CO 2
footprint of China's 5G networks and
assessed the contribution of the number
of 5G base stations and mobile data
traffic to 5G-induced CO 2 ...

  

Energy-Efficient Base
Station Deployment in
Heterogeneous
Communication  

Aug 23, 2019 · With the advent of the 5G
era, mobile users have higher
requirements for network performance,
and the expansion of network coverage
has become an inevitable trend. ...

  

Research on Carbon
Emission Prediction for 5G
Base Stations ...

May 19, 2025 · The rapid deployment
and widespread adoption of 5G networks
have rendered the energy consumption
and carbon emissions of base stations
increasingly prominent, posing a ...

  

On hybrid energy
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utilization for harvesting
base station ...

Dec 26, 2023 · In this work, we aimed to
minimize the AC power in the base
station using a hybrid supply of energy
based on max-imum harvesting power
and minimum energy wastage, as ...

  

China to have over 600,000
5G base stations in 2020

Jul 30, 2025 · China has over 110 million
5G users and is expected to have more
than 600,000 5G base stations by the
end of this year, covering all cities at
prefecture level and above, ...

  

China Base Station Energy
Storage Market , HuiJue
Group E ...

With over 2.1 million 5G base stations
operational in China by Q3 2023,
operators face a critical dilemma: How to
maintain uninterrupted connectivity
while reducing diesel dependency? The
...

  

Energy-efficient 5G for a
greener future 
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Apr 22, 2020 · Compared to earlier
generations of communication networks,
the 5G network will require more
antennas, much larger bandwidths and a
higher density of base stations. As a ...

  

How China's 5G Expansion
Is Solving Its Energy
Storage Puzzle

China now operates over 3.2 million 5G
base stations--more than the rest of the
world combined. But here's the million-
dollar question: How can China
sustainably power this 5G revolution ...

  

The carbon footprint
response to projected base
stations of China's 5G  

Apr 20, 2023 · For China, based on a
single base station power's energy
consumption of 11.5 KWh (Huawei,
2019), we estimate that the electricity
consumed by its 5G network by 2030 will
...
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Contact Us

For catalog requests, pricing, or partnerships, please visit:
https://posecard.eu
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